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Coventry City Council has announced plans for further crushing cuts that will affect 

people all across our city. 
 

Working class people across the board will be hit – there are plans to increase Council Tax whilst weekly bin collec-

tions are stopped meaning the public paying more but getting less, reductions in Council Tax Support that will damage 

low paid workers, the threat of another 200 jobs being slashed (on top of the 2,100 that have been lost since 2010), 

and the possibility of the terms and conditions of the remaining staff being attacked and much more. 
 

The Council have just consulted on plans to close and cut public libraries, nursery provision and youth clubs, looking to 

replace staff in libraries with volunteers who will work for free. All this at the time Coventry is bidding for City of Culture! 

In addition to the council cuts, of £19 million in the next financial year rising to £36 million a year by 2020, Coventry is 

also due to lose by 2020 a further £30 million across all schools in the city.  

 

That’s a 14% funding cut and, if those cuts are not chal-

lenged, they could be hundreds less teachers in the city in 

four years’ time. Tory austerity is hitting cities like Coven-

try hard. The Coventry Telegraph estimates that the city 

has lost around £95 million in funding since 2010. 
 

Is there an alternative to hundreds of job losses, 

“redesign” of bin collections, rising charges for burials 

and cremation, for car parks and in the council tax – 

whilst the vulnerable and the working poor face cuts in 

Council Tax Support? 
 

Yes. And it has to start with Labour standing up to the 

 Tories, not just, however unwillingly, doing their work. 
 

Unfortunately rather than put up any resistance the Council have proceeded to implement all cuts that have been 

asked for by central government. The Labour Council should be honest with the people of Coventry: cuts are already 

hurting – and the further cuts coming in educational services such as speech therapy and the Performing Arts service 

make hollow the aspiration to be UK City of Culture 2021. 
 

Total council reserves, which rose from £41 million to £84 million over the last five years, have risen again, to £95 mil-

lion! Surely, within that sum, there is scope for not proceeding with the £19 million cuts proposed for 2017/18 and 

instead temporarily funding those services from reserves whilst leading a serious campaign against the Tories for the 

restoration of essential local funding. 
 

Cllr John Mutton and others have said that this is not a solution 

and you can only use reserves once. However what the Socialist 

Party have consistently argued is that the reserves should be used 

as a short term measure to plug the gap and keep key services go-

ing whilst at the same time building a massive campaign to de-

mand more funds from central government… 

Continues Overleaf... 
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‘Keep Cov’s youth clubs!’ On the march through the city centre  

Lobby the Council’s 

Budget Meeting 
 

Tuesday 21th February 

12.45 – 2pm Outside  

Coventry Council House  

Stand up to devastating council cuts! 



JOIN the SOCIALIST PARTY! 
 

We have supporters in the council unions; join the Socialist Party & help the fight  

 for socialist policies. For fighting trade unions & for a socialist alternative to capitalism. 
 

 There are Socialist Party branch meetings around Coventry every week .Please get in con-

tact If you are interested in finding out more, attending  meetings or joining the Socialist Party. 
 

phone/text 07530429441    coventrysocialists@googlemail.com 

www.coventrysocialists.com       www.socialistparty.org.uk  
 

Election for Unite  

General Secretary  
 

There is also an election for  

Unite general secretary taking 

place. The Socialist Party is  

supported Len McCluskey – to 

read our statement visit 
 

http://

www.socialistparty.org.uk/

articles/24119/16-12-

2016/unite-general-

secretary-election-fight-the

-blairites-vote-len-

mccluskey 

...Continued from other side 
We have explained before how this approach worked in cities like Liverpool where the equivalent 

of £60 million was won for the city from the claws of Margaret Thatcher. Would this be easy? No, 

absolutely not.  
 

The choice though is to fight, or to implement cuts that are going to hit the people of Coventry. 

Labour have a duty to stand up for the people of Coventry, not carry out this savage austerity. 

A campaign should include: 

 

 public meetings in every ward explaining the consequences of 

Tory cuts; 

 a march and rally through the city, to unite the thousands who 

could be involved if a serious lead was given; 

 a conference held in Coventry of Labour local authority  

 representatives and trade unions from across the country, to 

broaden support and work out a common agenda of resistance; 

 a national demo  organised by Labour and the TUC to demand an end to cuts and restoration of the bil-

lions of pounds stolen from local towns and cities. 

 The council trade unions should gear up to oppose these cuts & defend jobs and services, if necessary by 

taking industrial action 
 

The Socialist Party will be campaigning against these attacks, and for a fighting programme to 

defend our jobs and vital services. If you agree and want to get involved - get in touch! 
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Join the Demo to defend NHS 4th 

March 
 

The Red Cross  has warned of a ‘humanitarian crisis’ in our health service. Coventry 

Socialist Party has been the most consistent campaigner f any group in the city seek-

ing to defend the NHS against the cuts and privatisation that have led t that crisis. 

People who stopped at our campaign stalls talked about the pressure the NHS is un-

der, and many told us about how angry they were with the car parking costs at 

Walsgrave with one woman explaining that she faced a £50 fine because she hadn’t 

been able to afford to pay the charges when visiting a relative. 
 

The NHS is at breaking point and according to a report in the ‘i’ newspaper 

“overflowing A&E departments shut their doors to patients more than 140 times in 

December and the NHS comes under increasing pressure.” 
 

The current situation makes the national demo in London on 4th March even more 

important; there will be transport from Coventry so make sure you are on it!  

Phone/text Kieran 07709 598942 

Part of the  

Trade Unionist & 

Socialist  

Coalition  


